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We are looking forward to safely welcoming back the Holy Trinity High School community in August. A detailed 
plan for our first phase of returning to school follows in this guide. We will continue to follow this plan until 
such time that public health officials allow for fewer restrictions.

We appreciate the continued feedback, support, and patience of our families as we navigate these 
unprecedented times.  We were proud of how the entire Holy Trinity community rose to the challenges we 
faced this spring to ensure that the valuable work of teaching and learning continued.  We are grateful for your 
support and commitment to Holy Trinity.

For 110 years and counting, Holy Trinity has withstood the tests of time. By keeping the charism of the 
Brothers of Holy Cross at the center of all that we do, we know that we will overcome this test as well. 
Moreover, we can emerge from this challenge stronger and more united than ever in our mission of educating 
hearts and minds.

With the eyes of faith consider the greatness of the mission and the wonderful amount of good that one can 
accomplish.

Blessed Father Basil Moreau

The President and Principal with the counsel of the Building Safety Committee and the Teaching and Learning 
Committee have determined the necessary steps to mitigate risk to the school community in response to 
the COVID-19 novel coronavirus. Key members of the faculty and staff were designated to assist in planning, 
communication, and implementation in our COVID-19 response. Holy Trinity monitored regular updates from 
the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), The Archdiocese 
of Chicago, the Illinois High School Association (IHSA), the State of Illinois, the City of Chicago and the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

Building Safety Committee
This committee is composed of administrators, staff, and faculty to determine what was required to meet 
safety standards proposed by the Archdiocese of Chicago and other public health organizations. We would like 
to thank Sr. Genemarie Beegan, Edward Helbig, Nara Mahone, John Malloy, Alyssa Ngo, Brian Parker, and Kacie 
Sassano for their contributions in keeping our building safe for the entire Holy Trinity community, visitors, and 
stakeholders. 

Continued on next page
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Teaching and Learning Committee
This Committee is comprised of faculty members with a wide variance of experience and was tasked with 
determining how E-Learning and in-person instruction delivery would occur this Fall. We received information 
from the Illinois State Board of Education, Archdiocese of Chicago, and the State of Illinois, seeking guidance 
and recommendations on what would be best for the Holy Trinity community. We’d like to thank Joshua Cook, 
Gary Joseph, Laura Lohenry, Amilcar Morales, Sr. Philia, and Jordan Zeno. These committees will remain active 
throughout the 2020-2021 school year.   

This pandemic’s challenges will continue to shift and this plan will evolve as our needs and opportunities 
change. At this time, this reopening plan will provide our community with the necessary safeguards for school 
to begin as planned on August 19, 2020.

This document will discuss sections on Building Safety, E-Learning, Important Dates and our weekly calendar 
for the first semester. 
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Blue and Gold Cohorts
Students will be placed in 2 separate cohorts (Blue and Gold). This will minimize the amount of foot traffic 
in the building and enable appropriate social distancing in classrooms and meeting areas. In short, only half 
(approximately 150 students) will be in the building at any single time. For example, the Blue Team students 
will enter the building for class on Mondays and the Gold Team will remain home for E-Learning. On Tuesdays, 
this arrangement would flip and the Gold Team would be in the building and the Blue Team would remain 
home for E-Learning. 

Face Coverings
Except while eating and during band class, face coverings 
must be worn at all times in the school building, even 
when social distance is maintained. All individuals in the 
building must wear a face covering unless they have a 
medical document stating why, are under 2 years of age, 
or are unconscious, incapacitated, or unable to remove 
the face covering without assistance. Face coverings are 
not required outside if social distance is maintained (if 
individuals remain at least 6 feet apart from each other). 

Face shields are not effective protection against coronavirus and should only be used in situations when other 
methods of protection are not available or applicable such as teaching. We also appreciate that there may 
be a small minority of individuals who have a medical contraindication to using face coverings. If face shields 
can be tolerated, face shields might be utilized in these situations, understanding their limitations and the 
heightened need for strict adherence to social distancing. Per the ISBE’s recommendation, Holy Trinity will 
review information such as a physician’s note documenting the medical contraindication for any individual who 
is not able to wear a face covering. 

Temperature Checks
Holy Trinity will conduct temperature and symptom screenings for all staff, students, and visitors entering the 
building. Holy Trinity staff will check for a temperature greater than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit/38 degrees 
Celsius and known symptoms of COVID-19, such as fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
chills, fatigue, muscle and body aches, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, congestion or runny 
nose, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. 

Individuals who have a temperature greater than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or 38 degrees Celsius or one 
known symptom will be isolated in a specified location (Room 102) where they will receive at least one 
additional temperature check. If this person still registers a temperature over 100.4 degrees, this person will be 
asked to go home and if needed, take a COVID-19 test and be given information about when they can return 
to school. Any Holy Trinity faculty/staff member may perform in-person temperature checks and symptom 
screenings. 
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Air Ventilation
Each classroom will be outfitted with fans and/or air circulators. Larger fans will be placed at the end of the 
hallway on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd floor. There are several classrooms that contain air conditioners that will be in 
use when appropriate. 

Self-Quarantine
Individuals, including faculty, staff, administrators, or students who have tested positive for COVID-19 should 
seek medical attention, self-isolate, and follow all CDC guidelines for treatment and if needed, hospitalization. 
Individuals who have tested positive must self-quarantine for a period of at least 14 days after a positive test 
has been recorded. All individuals who test positive for COVID-19 must present medical documentation from a 
licensed physician or medical provider before re-entry into the building and should remain in communication 
with the Principal on health progress.

If a student tests positive, we will initiate contact tracing efforts to determine exposure. Depending upon 
the outcome, additional measures will be taken, including a complete 14-day shutdown of the school and a 
curriculum switch to an E-Learning format that will consist of video conferencing, computer applications such 
as Loom, Peardeck, Flipgrid, PowerPoint presentations, videocasts, videoconferencing, assigned readings, 
handouts, and other project learning assignments. 

Cafeteria 
To accomodate social distancing, 
we will have four (4) lunch periods. 
Students will enter the cafeteria and 
form  a line where social distancing is 
required. Floor markings will be placed 
on the floor and students will be asked 
to follow the markings to ensure social 
distancing.There will be no more than 
2 students at each table. The cafeteria 
will be supervised by 3 different staff 
members/teachers. The cafeteria will be 
cleaned and sanitized between each lunch period. Breakfast will also be served in the cafeteria. To accomodate 
social distancing, only students who plan to eat breakfast will be allowed into the cafeteria before the school 
day starts. There will be no more than 50 students in the cafeteria at one time. 

Physical Education (Gym Class)
During the first 6-8 weeks of the school year, physical education classes will take place outside, utilizing low 
impact fitness routines to minimize perspiration. Students will be split into cohorts (Blue and Gold) to decrease 
the number of students in each class, optimizing social distancing. During inclement weather or upon return 
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to P.E. classes in the building, students will not be permitted to use locker rooms. Students will be expected 
to come dressed for P.E. when they arrive at school or wear their gym uniform under their clothes during cold 
weather days. Students will be socially distant from one another by 6-8 feet while class is conducted.

Passing Periods
There will be designated “one way lanes” for traffic flow to facilitate students’ movement from class to class. 
After the passing periods, or upon arrival to their classroom, students will be given supplies to clean their 
personal spaces (desk/chair).

Cleaning Protocols
After each class, students will wipe down their own personal space (desks, chairs) with purchased cleaning 
materials such as Clorox wipes and Lysol spray bottles. Throughout the day, maintenance staff will be sanitizing 
high touch surfaces and restrooms. At the conclusion of the school day, an entire cleaning of the building 
will occur following all CDC, IDPH, and ISBE guidelines. On E-Learning days, the building will be professionally 
cleaned in accordance with CDC guidelines and no students are expected to arrive.

Lockers
In accordance with Illinois High School Association (IHSA), and ISBE guidelines, the usages of lockers are not 
permitted during the Fall semester. In addition, the usages of the boys and girls locker rooms are also not 
permitted during the Fall semester. This step is being taken to limit small gatherings in confined places to 
decrease likelihood of possible transmission of COVID-19. At this time, students are expected to keep their 
book bag and any personal items on their person. Holy Trinity is looking at some alternatives to the usage of 
lockers in winter.

School Entry and Depature
Holy Trinity students should enter the building through the Division street doors or through the Cleaver 
street entrance. Students will be stopped for a temperature check and be directed to either the Cafeteria, the 
Resource Learning Center, the Library, or their respective Homeroom. Students will not be allowed to linger in 
the hallways or go to their lockers.  

At the end of the school day, students are strongly encouraged to leave the building. Students may stay in 
the building to meet with teachers for academic assistance, club or athletic meetings, or for work study. Any 
students loitering in the halls will be asked to leave the building as a safety precaution.
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Introduction to E-Learning
A school community can be connected and thrive even if the physical school building is closed. Remote or 
“E-Learning” that emphasizes interaction and authentic differentiated learning opportunities will help students 
stay connected to teachers and classmates and ease the transition from traditional to remote learning. 
Developing consistency for remote learning on which students can rely is key as they adapt to unprecedented 
changes in education and in society in general. Successful, consistent remote learning includes:

•Clearly articulated goals 
•Cross Curricular collaboration to focus instruction 
•Options for students that tap into student interest, readiness levels, and learning styles while providing 
families flexibility.
•A mix of real time, flexibly timed, technological and non-technological options, that avoids penalizing 
students for their choice
•A common platform where students can access work and find support and resources (for both online and 
non-online work) 
•A clear plan of communication involving the school, teachers, students, and families. 

E-Learning will take place 2-3 times every week during the semester (excluding the week of Thanksgiving and 
predetermined holidays and professional development days). 

E-Learning Day 
(Most Wednesdays; See Master Calendar for exact E-Learning days)

In an effort to keep our building clean and provide optimal social distancing, Holy Trinity High School is 
instituting an E-Learning day every week during the Fall semester.  All students will remain at home and receive 
virtual instruction and project-based assignments through their Chromebook laptops. This instruction will be 
delivered by;
•Computer based applications such as Peardeck, Flipgrid, and Loom
•PowerPoint presentations
•Livestream or “real time” instruction within the classroom via webcam
•Zoom and/or Google Meet class meetings with teachers
•Video cast or video conferencing
•Project learning assignments
•Writing assignments
•Assigned readings via Chromebook
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Learning From Home (Mostly Monday/Tuesday & Thursday/Friday
See Master Weekly Calendar)

Students from each cohort (Blue or Gold) will spend 2 additional days at home. For example, a typical week for 
Blue students would be school in the building on Mondays, at home on Tuesdays, E-Learning on Wednesdays, 
in the building again on Thursdays, and at home on Fridays.  A typical week for Gold students would be at 
home on Mondays, in the building on Tuesdays, E-Learning on Wednesdays, at home on Thursdays, and in the 
building again on Fridays. 

Teaching methodology would be the same as is for E-Learning Day (Wednesdays). Attendance will be taken 
every day and the Main Office team will work in tandem with teachers to ensure timely record keeping of 
student attendance.

The next page features our weekly semester calendar indicating which students will be in the building on 
which days. We will post this calendar in the building, give daily announcements, and have teachers remind 
students daily of who should be in the building and when. We strongly urge HT families to pay close attention 
to this calendar to ensure students are here on the correct day.
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Aug. 19-21 Gold Blue Gold
Aug. 24-28 Blue Gold E-Learning Gold Blue
Aug. 31-
Sept. 4

Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold

Sept. 7-11 Off Blue Gold Blue Gold
Sept. 14-18 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold
Sept. 21-25 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold

Sept. 28- 
Oct. 2

Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold

Oct. 5-9 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold
Oct. 12-16 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold
Oct. 19-23 Off Blue Gold Blue Gold
Oct. 26-30 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold
Nov. 2-6 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold

Nov. 9-13 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold
Nov. 16-20 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold
Nov. 23-27 Blue Gold Off Off Off
Nov. 30- 
Dec. 4

Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold

Dec. 7-11 Blue Gold E-Learning Blue Gold

*FINALS WEEK*

Monday, Dec. 14: Blue/Gold/Online Exams
Tuesday, Dec. 15: Blue/Gold/Online Exams

Wednesday, Dec. 16: Blue/Gold/Online Exams
Thursday, Dec. 17: Blue/Gold/Online Exams

Friday, Dec. 18: No Classes. Grades due by Noon
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Freshmen Orientation
Holy Trinity Freshmen

August 17, 2020

Holy Trinity Freshmen and Transfer Students
August 18, 2020

Fall No Class Days
Labor Day

September 7, 2020

Teacher Professional Development Day
September 25, 2020

Indigenous Peoples’ Day
October 12, 2020 

Thanksgiving Holiday
November 25-27, 2020

Continued on next page
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Christmas Break 
December 18, 2020-January 4, 2021

Mass Schedule
Mass will be livestreamed to students in their homeroom classes through their Chromebooks. 

Each cohort will attend Mass services. 

Blue Cohort
October 8, 2020

November 23, 2020

Gold Cohort
September 15, 2020
December 8, 2020

Final Exams
December 14-18, 2020
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